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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, CE 

SUB J : EX-INSURGENTS FAIL AT POLLS 

REF: COLOMBO 2493 

1 . IN THEIR FIRST ATTEMPT TO PROVE THEIR POPULAR ELECTORAL 
APPEAL, VETERANS OF THE 1971 YOUTH INSURGENCY FAILED MISER- 
ABLY AT LAST WEEK’S ELECTIONS. ONE EX-INSURGENT, S.D. BAN- 
DARANAYAKE, WON ON THE SLFP TICKET BUT HE IS AN ANOMALY. A 
VERTERAN POLITICAN WHO WAS AN SLFP M.P. FROM 1952-70, BUT 
LOST IN 1970 WHEN HE SWITCHED TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY/PEKING 
WING. OF THE NINE YOUNG CANDIDATES WE IDENTIFIED WITH IN 
SURGENT CONNECTIONS, SIX RECEIVED LESS THAN A THOUSAND VOTES 
AND ALL BUT ONE LOST HIS ELECTION DEPOSIT. THE MOST SUCCESS- 
FUL WAS G.I.D. (CASTRO) DHARMASEKERA WHO CAME A DISTANT THIRD 
(WITH FOURTEEN PERCENT OF THE VOTE) IN THE TWO-MEMBER ELECTORATE 
OF BERUWELA AS THE CANDIDATE OF THE UNITED LEFT FRONT (ULF). 

ANOTHER ULF CANDIDATE, MAHINDA WIJESEKERA, RECEIVED ABOUT TEN 
PERCENT OF THE VOTE IN DEVINUWARA. NONE OF THE OTHERS, THREE 
WITH ULF SUPPORT AND FOUR RUNNING UNDER THE BANNER OF THE 
JANATHA VIMUKTI PERAMNUNA (JVP), RECEIVED MORE THAN THREE PER- 
CENT OF THE VOTE IN THEIR ELECTORATES. HOWEVER, THE JVP'S MOST 
PROMINENT MEMBER, LEADER ROHANA WIJEWEERA, AND SEVERAL OF HIS 
DEPUTIES WERE IN JAIL AND DID NOT CONTEST. 
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2. THE FAILURE OF THE INSURGENTS WAS RELATED TO TWO MAJOR 
ELECTORAL TRENDS. ONE WAS THE SUCCESS OF THE UNP IN WINNING 
THE FIRST-TIME YOUTH VOTE. THE OTHER WAS THE GROWING DIS- 
INTEREST IN SRI LANKA IN CASTING ONE S VOTE FOR INDEPENDENT 
CANDIDATES (AS MEMBERS OF NON-RF, COGNIZED PARTIES, ALL INSURGENT 
CANDIDATES THIS YEAR - EXCEPT BARDARANAYAKE - WERE TECH 
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NICALLY INDEPENDENTS). ONE MINOR FACTOR IN THE UNP'S APPARENT 
SUCCESS IN WINNING SOME INSURGENT VOTES MAY HAVE BEEN J.R.'S 
PROMISES TO ABOLISH THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMISSION, BY WICH 
INSURGENTS WERE TRIED, AND TO RECONSIDER THE SENTENCES IM- 
POSED ON WIJEWEERA AND OTHERS. 

3. THE INSURGENTS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN SPLIT BY IDEOLOGICAL AND 
PERSONAL DIFFERENCES. THIS ELECTION WAS NO EXCEPTION. 
DHARMASEKERA AND WIJESEKERA, BY THEIR WILLINGNESS TO LINK UP 
WITH ESTABLISHED LEFT PARTIES WHO ARE ANATHEMA TO OTHER IN- 
SURGENTS, DEMONSTRATED THAT THEY SAW SOME FUTURE IN THE PAR- 
LIAMENTARY SYSTEM. THE JVP'ERS QUOTE LENIN TO THE EFFEC THAT 
THEY SHOULD UTILIZE THE BOURGEOIS PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM IN 
ORDER TO DISCREDIT IT. THEY HAD ALSO HOPED TO USE THE CAM 
PAIGN AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE FUNDS, OPENLY PROPAGANDIZE, 
SEEK NEW RECRUITS, AND AGITATE FOR THE RELEASE FROM PRISON 
OF THEIR LEADERS. 
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